Introduction
Much has been written on corruption in the judiciary from the perspective of ordinary citizens and business representatives. 1 Less is known about the perceptions and personal experiences, on the subject, of those working within the legal profession.
Legal sociologists studying legal culture 2 hold the view that the legal culture of the legal insiders, i.e., those working professionally with the law and who share a legal background, differs from that of the legal outsiders, i.e., the general public, which is affected by, and respond to, law. Åse B. Grødeland namely informal practice. In this chapter, the term "informal practice" refers to behavior which is not in line with formal procedures stipulated for the solution of a given problem and/or behavior aimed at solving problems for which there are no formal procedures. In post-Communist states, informal practice 5 often serves as a vehicle for corruption. 6 What is more, it appears to a large extent to be "informed" by national culture. 7 Drawing on large-scale qualitative and quantitative elite surveys from seven post-Communist states, this chapter examines the use of informal practice in the judiciary 8 by analyzing: (i) general perceptions of law and informal practice; (ii) perceptions of informal practice as applied in the judiciary-including personal exposure to such practice; and (iii) personal use of informal practice, among judges and prosecutors in seven countries in East Central Europe, South East Europe and the West Balkans 9 as well as by comparing: (iv) average findings for judges and prosecutors with averages for other elites from our elite surveys conducted in these regions.
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Post-Communist Judiciaries in Transition
The judiciary in Europe's post-Communist states has undergone major transition in recent years. Transition from "rule by law" to "rule of law" has changed the role of the judiciary from that of a loyal ally of the executive to that of an independent state player in its own right. 11 What is more, the role of the judges and prosecutors
